	Acid 
	Soil with a pH reading measured below 7.0; most plants prefer slightly acid soil with a pH of 6.0 to 6.5.

	Alkaline
	Soil with a pH reading measured above 7.0.

	Amendment
	Any substance which is intended to improve the physical, chemical, or other characteristics of the soil, horticultural growing media, or any natural or synthetic substance applied to plants or seeds that is intended to improve crop production, germination, growth, yield, product quality, reproduction.

	Annual
	A plant whose life cycle is completed in one season.

	Biennial
	A plant whose life cycle is completed in two seasons.

	Bio-intensive 

agriculture
	An organic agricultural system that focuses on achieving maximum yields from a minimum area of land, while simultaneously increasing biodiversity and sustaining the fertility of the soil. The goal of the method is long term sustainability on a closed system basis.

	Clay
	Soil type made up of 50% or more clay (the smallest particles of minerals in the soil); clay soils are usually very heavy and drain slowly.

	Compost
	Decayed plant matter usually used as a soil conditioner or fertilizer.

	Climate
	A region with particular prevailing weather conditions.

	Drainage
	The ability of the soil to release water.

	Fertilizer
	Any material that is used to feed growing plants.

	Fungicide
	Substance used for controlling fungi.

	Groundcover
	A low growing, spreading plant, usually 18 inches or less, often herbaceous.

	Garden bed
	A plot of land used for the cultivation of flowers, vegetables, herbs, or fruit.

	Hardening off
	Slowly exposing a plant to cooler temperatures to help it adapt to outdoor conditions; this process is also sometimes called acclimating.

	Hardiness Zone
	A geographically-defined zone in which a specific category of plant life is capable of growing, as defined by temperature hardiness, or ability to withstand the minimum temperatures of the zone.

	Herb
	Term usually applied to plants that are valued for culinary, aromatic or medicinal purposes; many herbs are also ornamental.

	Heirloom
	Means plants that come from seed that has been handed down for generations in a particular region or area, hand-selected by gardeners for a special trait. Heirloom vegetables are open-pollinated, which means they’re pollinated by insects or wind without human intervention.

	Horticulturist
	A person who specializes in plants and their culture.

	Humus
	Organic (was once living) matter that has broken down in the soil.

	Hybrid
	A plant that results from crossing two closely related plants; hybrid plants do not come true from their own seed.

	Insecticide
	Substance used for controlling insects.

	Loam
	Soil that contains relatively equal parts of clay, sand and silt.

	Micro-climate
	The climate of a small area that is different from the area around it. It may be warmer or colder, wetter or drier, or more or less prone to frosts.

	Mineral soil 
	A soil derived from minerals or rocks and containing little humus or organic matter.

	Mulch
	Any material put on the surface of the soil for looks, to help cool the soil or to reduce weeds, erosion or evaporation.

	NPK
	Designates the ratio of N Nitrogen to P Phosphorus to K Potassium; the three major nutrients found in plant fertilizers. The numerical expression of NPK, such as 10-8-12, represents the percentage of each nutrient found in the fertilizer.

	Open-pollinated 
	Pollination by insects, birds, wind, or other natural mechanisms, and contrasts with cleistogamy, closed pollination, which is one of the many types of self pollination.

	Organic
	Derived from living material.

	Perennial
	A plant that lives more than two growing seasons; usually herbaceous and dormant during the winter.

	Pest
	Collective term for any insect, plant pathogen (bacteria, fungus, virus) or weed.

	Pesticide
	Substance used to control any pest including insecticides, fungicides and herbicides.

	pH
	A measure of acidity or alkalinity of the soil on a scale ranging from 0 to 14; neutral soil has a pH of 7.0.

	Pinching/

deadheading
	Pinching is a process of removing the terminal (or tip) growth on a plant in order to encourage new growth. Deadheading is removing the spent flowers to encourage new growth and blooms.

	Pollination
	In flowering plants, pollination is the transfer of pollen from the anther (male part) to the stigma (female part). Pollination is necessary for the flower to form seed and often, fruit. Some flowers are perfect (having all the necessary parts) and other flowers are imperfect (separate male and female flowers).

	Sand
	The largest particles of minerals that make up soil.

	Silt
	The medium-size pieces of mineral that makes up soil; smaller particles than sand but larger than clay.

	Soil
	A layer of fine material on the crust of the earth composed of tiny pieces of minerals, living and non-living organisms, water and air.

	Soil texture
	Composition of the soil determined by the proportion of clay, silt and sand.

	Solar exposure
	The amount of sun plants receive during the day. 

	Transplant
	To move a plant from one place to another.

	Water retention
	The ability of the soil to hold water.

	Weed
	Any plant growing where it isn't wanted, generally without any economic or esthetic value.

	Yields
	The amount of food produced by plants per season. 


